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Using the Home Learning Materials

The materials

« Each reading booklet contains a key text and suggested activities that can be used to
develop comprehension and understanding.

« The sequence should take no more than 1 hour to complete.

« Reading for pleasure, fluency and stamina should be developed through regular
sustained reading using the books identified by the school.

How to use
* Read the instructions carefully before you start a task.
« Each sequence contains simple explanations and examples to help you.

How can parents, carers and siblings help?
* Read the extracts aloud with your child
« Check your child understands any new or unfamiliar vocabulary

« Adapt any of the resources and materials as you feel necessary to support your
child's needs
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Reading comprehension sequence

This sequence is developed around an extract from ‘Leon and the Place Between’ by
Angela McAllister.

Teaching sequence:

1) Text marking and Prediction

2) Developing reading with expression
3) Summarising

Y Quiskaus ‘@THE PLACE
If a copy of the text is unavailable, follow E E TWE E N
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this link to lovereading4kids.co.uk where )
you can download a free extract:
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extra
ct/5399/Leon-and-the-Place-Between-by-
Angela-Mcallister.html

}*



lovereading4kids.co.uk
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/5399/Leon-and-the-Place-Between-by-Angela-Mcallister.html
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1. Vocabulary and Prediction
Explore this picture from the opening to the book and discuss the following questions.

Have you ever been to a
circus or magic show?

What do you think the
children will find in the
tent?
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1. Vocabulary and Prediction

Based on the front cover, title and what you know about circuses, which words
hit the target? Discuss which words you would put in the bullseye — these will be
the ones that you think will be most relevant to the book.

silence

applause

jugglers

\_\\
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spell

suspense

. Hampshire
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purple smoke

impatient

unbelievable

tricks

darkness
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2. Developing reading with expression

Read and enjoy together the
next two pages.

_ Discuss why the author has
AT LAST THE BARREL ORGAN FELL SILENT.

= AL et i used different fonts, sizes and
S NO ONE STIRRE D, s _
" For a moment the tiny créaks of the, .— % £ ', formats.

mechanical toys cast their own spell. Then

theyv slowed, jerked awkwardly and were still.

<4, NS B I ST P Focus on how the format of

THY CURTAINS CLOSED @ - Qs -;;,7 .
20 LOUD APPLATYE, | B the text supports how we will

read the story.

<) “NOW.” SAID LEON. DE

EDGING FORWARD N THE DARK.

“Now 18 Goine To maverv. Mk A Practice and perform the

_ Outside in the ﬂ'ivghl an owl hooted. With a swish 1S S o : .j,' ' Stor USIn :
THE CURTAINS OPENED.. R ANGANES y g

A e ¥
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3. Summarising

Use your predictions, knowledge of magic and circuses and the extracts you
have read to summarise what the story is about. Think about the key information
you know to help you Wlth th|s summary.

Who is the main character?

What can we tell about the main character from
; the front cover and extract?

Where is the story set?

EETWEE@
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Which other characters are in the story?

i What might these characters be like?
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Quick quiz

Use the extracts to discuss and answer these questions.

1. What does ‘edging forward in the dark’ tell you about how Leon is
feeling?

2. What word could you use instead of ‘'solemn’ to describe the
monkey?

3. What types of toys are in the tent?

4. How do these toys move?
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HIAS English team

The HIAS English team offer a wide range of high-quality services to support
schools in improving outcomes for learners, including courses, bespoke
consultancy and in-house training.

During the current school closures, we are still offering school support
in a variety of ways such as video conferencing, phone calls and
bespoke creation of resources remotely. Coming soon will be teacher
training via virtual classrooms. We would be happy to discuss your
needs.

For further details referring to English, please contact:
Emma Tarrant : emma.tarrant@hants.qov.uk

For further details on the full range of services available please contact us
using the following details:

Tel: 01962 874820 or email: hias.enquiries@hants.gov.uk
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