 Medium term planner – Environmental Detectives (12 weeks)
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Year group: Y3: Autumn 1 & 2





Title & duration: Environmental Detectives  12wks weeks





Description:  The children will be researching information about the Amazon Rainforest. They will look at world maps and locate the continents, Rainforests, hemispheres and some countries. They will learn about the way of life in the Rainforest, including food, climate, homes, animals and trees and plants. They will then spend time researching their own environment and make a direct comparison to the Rainforest. 





Hook: Children will be visited by a detective (dressed up) who will inform them what a dective does. They will then receive a letter from Kamanya, a boy who lives in the Amazon Rainforest. The letter introduces their challenge of researching both the Amazon and their own  environment in order to write a reply to Kamanya. The children will also take part in the excavation at the Heath and visit the Sustainability Centre. 








Geography


Throughout this theme children will be using their map skills to identify the location of Rainforests in the world as well as the location of the Equator, and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. They will learn about the climate and 


rainfall in the tropical rainforest, including the four different  layers. They will investigate and create maps using Ordnance  Survey symbols and use this knowledge to create their own symbols.   They will learn basic orienteering skills in games. 





Science


Children will begin the year being Rock detectives, learning about different types of rocks and soils, and how these affect their environment.  This includes learning about fossilisation. They will make and explode a volcano and design a soil cocktail! They will then move onto learning about Magnets. This will be a very practical unit carrying out a number of experiments with different types of magnets. They will finish the unit taking part in a Science day, where they make their own magnets!

















New Media:


Children will spend time using web searches on bothe the ipads and computers. They will be introduced to Serif in order to enhance their presentation of the knowledge they have gained in the theme. Games and resources will be used on the IWB in order to expose children to a variety of ICT. 





English 


Children will cover a number of different genres, including settings, poetry, letter writing and information text. They will plan, write, edit and present their written work. They will also be exposed to a number of skills units, where they will learn the appropriate SPaG objectives, in line with the new curriculum.


Quality Texts


The Great Kapok Tree,


Shaman’s Apprentice,


The Little Acorn


The  Tunnel, Anthony Brown


 








Outcome: Every child will have a theme book with a range of work from the topic. They will have setting descriptions of various different envirnoments in their Literacy books.  In 2016 children will have an Environmental detective dressing up day.











Potential links to local, national, international communities: A trip to a local conservation project – children will visit the Heath and take part in the excavation and visit the Sustainability centre. 








RRR and Values Links: Children will spend the first half of the term focussing on class charters, school value sand safety. They will then go onto researching the threats of the rainforest and how to prevent these, with a focus on endangered animals and deforestation.





Home Link:  Children will be asked to complete a number of senses worksheets based on different environments and settings, finishing the term with writing a setting description about the rainforest.





Application subject: Art-Children will be presented with their own paint pallet which they must use throughout their time at Herne. They will spend time learning how to use and care for their pallet. They will learn how to create different shades and link these to their emotions. The will investigate mark marking and study of artist Henri Rousseau. Children will create their own piece of art using colour and mark making. 





Application subject: Music- 








